
 

 

 
 

REL 303 Hebrew Bible Prophets – Winter 2018 

Professor:  Donald E. Burke, Ph.D. 
 

Office: Room 310, 447 Webb Place 

Phone: (204) 924-4871 (office) 

Email: donald_burke@boothuc.ca 

Office Hours: Tuesday – 11:30 am – 12:30 pm 
Wednesday – 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm 
Thursday – 11:30 am – 12:30 pm 
Other times by appointment.  To make an 
appointment, contact me by email. 

Delivery Mode: On Campus 

Voluntary 
Withdrawal 
Deadline: 

 
 
March 9, 2018 

Time Extension 
Deadline: 

 
March 29, 2018 

Fall Term 
Examination 
Week: 

 
 
April 16-20, 2018 

Prerequisite: REL 200 Biblical Foundations Old Testament 

 

Class Meetings: Wednesdays – 8:30 am – 11:15 am 
 

Course Description: 
 
A study of the nature and roles of prophets in ancient Israel with study of selected texts from the eighth 
century prophets. 
This course will provide the opportunity for students to study selected passages from the Old Testament 
prophets of the eighth century BCE within their historical, cultural and religious contexts.  Our first 
responsibility is to read, study and interpret the biblical text using the tools of modern scholarly 
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research.  Therefore, much of our time will be devoted to developing the skills necessary to interpret in 
a credible manner the writings attributed to the prophets. 

Textbooks: 
 
Birch, Bruce.  Hosea, Joel, and Amos.  (Westminster Bible Companion)  Louisville:  Westminster/John 

Knox Press, 1997. 
 
Brueggemann, Walter.  The Prophetic Imagination.  Revised and updated.  Minneapolis:  Fortress Press, 

2001. 
 
Brueggemann, Walter.  Isaiah 1-39.   (Westminster Bible Companion)  Louisville:  Westminster/John 

Knox Press, 1998. 
 
McConville, J. Gordon. Exploring the Old Testament.  Volume 4:  A Guide to The Prophets.  Downers 

Grove:  InterVarsity Press, 2002. 
 
 
New Revised Standard Version of the Bible (any edition of the NRSV will be satisfactory) 

Course Learning Outcomes: 
 

Critical Thinking Outcomes: 
 

Upon successful completion of the course, students will have demonstrated the ability to do the 
following: 
 

1. use the library catalogue and on-line databases to identify and locate resources relevant 
to the study of the prophets; 

2. understand and articulate alternative perspectives/theories on the topics and texts we 
consider in this course; 

3. understand how knowledge is gained in the study of the Bible and how biblical scholars 
work; 

4. present the results of research in an organized and coherent manner; 
5. develop and present a coherent interpretation of selected biblical texts. 
 

Course Content Specific Learning Outcomes: 
 

Upon successful completion of the course, students should be able to: 
 

1. explain how anthropological research has been used to illuminate the role of prophetic 
intermediaries in Israel; 

2. describe what is meant by the "social location" of prophets; 
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3. describe the historical background of the prophets considered in this course and use it 
to arrive at a better understanding of those prophets; 

4. describe the religious background of the prophets considered in this course and use it to 
arrive at a better understanding of those prophets; 

5. interpret selected texts from selected prophets of the eighth century, demonstrating a 
developing sensitivity to the poetry of the prophets; 

6. describe the major religious and social themes in the prophets we study and show how 
they are developed within the selected prophetic writings; 

7. describe both the diversity and the coherence of perspectives that are found in the 
prophets regarding God, humanity and human community; 

8. articulate how the motifs of God, humanity and human community as they are 
developed in the prophets are used to inform and influence faith communities today. 

Course Requirements: 
 

1.  Reading, Preparation and Attendance 
 
It is expected that all students will be fully prepared for each class and will attend each class.  Full 
preparation includes the completion of reading assignments.  Students who are not well-prepared for 
class will miss out on significant learning.   
 

2.  Book Review 
 
Students will write a book review of Walter Brueggemann, The Prophetic Imagination.  The book review 
will: 
 

 identify the main thesis of the book 

 identify the evidence that the author uses to support his thesis 

 describe the content of each chapter and the contribution that it makes to the 
development of the major thesis of the book 

 evaluate the book and the extent to which the author has been successful in his attempt 
to establish his thesis 

 be 5-6 pages (type-written, double-spaced, 12 point only) in length 
 

The book review will be due on Wednesday, February 7, 2018 and will be worth 25% of the course 
grade. 
 

3.  Exegetical Papers 
 
On two occasions during the course students will write an exegetical paper on an assigned passage from 
the Old Testament prophets.  In these papers students will be expected to develop a coherent 
interpretation of the biblical passage.  This will be the product of the student’s own careful reading and 
interpretation of the biblical text.   
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Students will utilize a minimum of five additional resources to assist them with the interpretation of the 
passage.  These resources will include at least one commentary, at least one Bible dictionary article, and 
at least one journal article.  These resources are to be used to assist students with the development of 
an informed interpretation of the passage. NOTE:  Web-based resources (except for materials found in 
the ATLA On-line Database) are not to be used. 
 
Each exegetical paper will be 5-6 pages, typewritten, double-spaced (or 1200-1500 words) in length. 
 
The papers must be written in proper, formal English with documentation provided in the format of the 
Chicago Manual of Style.  Proper documentation includes footnotes/endnotes and bibliography. 
 
The papers must be submitted by email to donald_burke@boothuc.ca.  I will acknowledge receipt of 
your paper within 24 hours.  If you do not receive an acknowledgement of receipt, please assume that it 
was not received and resend it or contact me.  It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that I have 
received your paper. 
 
The exegetical papers will be due on Wednesday, March 7, 2018 and Wednesday, April 4, 2018.  Each 
paper will be worth 25% of the course grade. 
 

 4.  Final Assignment 
 
Rather than a final examination, students will complete a final, take-home assignment near the end of 
the course.  If students have completed the reading assignments during the semester and participated 
fully in class, it is expected that they will be able to complete this assignment without additional 
research. 
 
The final assignment will be distributed on Wednesday, April 4, 2018 and will be due on Wednesday, 
April 18, 2018 and will be worth 15% of the course grade. 
 

5.  Professionalism 
 
A fundamental requirement for success both as a student and more generally in life is the display of 
what I will term “professionalism.”  In the context of this course, professionalism includes a range of 
behaviours which will lead to success:  attendance at class, arrival in class on time and in time to be 
prepared for the class to begin, completion of reading assignments and other work assigned as class 
preparation, submission of assignments on time, the completion of assignments in a professional 
manner (with proper formatting, grammar, spelling and documentation), showing respect for others and 
for the views of others, engagement with the material covered in class, refraining from use of digital 
media (i.e., texting, emailing, accessing the internet) during class, etc.  Just as a high level of 
professionalism will result in a successful outcome in the course, a lack of professionalism will result in 
lower marks in the course and a lower final grade. 

 
Professionalism will be assessed throughout the course and 10% of the course grade will be assigned for 
professionalism. To determine the mark for professionalism, all students will begin with 100 points. 
Points will be deducted for each occurrence of unprofessional conduct. For example, missing a class for 
any reason will result in a loss of 10 points; being late for class for any reason will result in a loss of 5 
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points; lack of preparation for a class will result in a loss of 10 points; late submission of an assignment 
will result in a loss of 10 points; using digital media during class will result in a loss of 15 points; 
displaying a lack of respect for others and  the views of others will result in a loss of a minimum of 15 
points; etc. 

 
At the end of the course, students with 85-100 points will be awarded a grade of A for professionalism; 
students with 80-85 points will be awarded a grade of B+ for professionalism; students with 70-79 points 
will be awarded a grade of B for professionalism; students with 65-69 points will be awarded a grade of 
C+ for professionalism; students with 60-64 points will awarded a grade of C for professionalism; 
students with a 50-59 points will be awarded a grade of D for professionalism; students with 0-49 points 
will be awarded a grade of F (0) for professionalism. 
 

Course Requirement Summary 
 
 

Assignment Value Due Date 

Book Review 25% of course grade Wednesday, February 7, 2018 

Exegetical Paper 25% of course grade Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Exegetical Paper 25% of course grade Wednesday, April 4,2018 

Final Assignment 15% of course grade Wednesday, April 18, 2018 

Professionalism 10% of course grade  

 

Grading Scale 
 
The following grading scale will be used to convert grades for individual assignments to the letter 
grading system used by Booth University College: 
 

Grade Grade 
Points 

Description 

A+ 4.25-
4.50 

Exceptional work; the quality of work consistently exceeds expectations for the 
course.  This grade is awarded only in the most exceptional cases. 

A 4.0-
4.24 

Excellent work; the quality of work demonstrates that the student has a thorough 
understanding of the issues under consideration, can interpret and apply the relevant 
materials to the development of an argument and shows excellent scholarly 
judgment.  The student’s writing is excellent and shows attention to detail. 

B+ 3.5-3.9 Very good work; the quality of work demonstrates that the student has a very good 
understanding of the issues under consideration, can interpret and apply relevant 
materials to an argument and shows very good scholarly judgment.  The student’s 
writing is sound and clear. 

B 3.0-
3.49 

Good work; the quality of work demonstrates that the student has a good 
understanding of the issues under consideration, is able to interpret and apply 
relevant materials to an argument and shows good scholarly judgment.  The 
student’s writing is sound and clear. 
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C+ 2.5-
2.99 

Satisfactory work; the quality of work demonstrates that the student has a sound 
understanding of the issues under consideration, is able to interpret and apply 
relevant texts to a basic argument and shows some scholarly judgment.  The 
student’s writing is basically sound, but likely could use some additional attention to 
detail. 

C 2.0-
2.49 

Adequate work; the quality of work demonstrates that the student has a basic 
understanding of the issues under consideration, is able (with some difficulty) to 
interpret and apply relevant texts to an argument and shows some elementary 
scholarly judgment.  The student’s writing is basically sound, but requires careful 
attention to detail before the quality of work will improve significantly.  There is room 
and some potential for significant improvement.   

D 1.0-
1.99 

Borderline work; the quality of work demonstrates that the student has developed a 
very basic understanding of the issues under consideration, has difficulty interpreting 
and applying texts in a sound manner, has difficulty formulating a coherent argument 
and shows only rudimentary scholarly judgment.  The student’s writing has serious 
deficiencies and detracts from the overall quality of the student’s work.  Work at this 
level may not be acceptable for credit in a student’s major. 

F 0-.99 Inadequate work; the quality of work does not meet minimum standards for credit in 
this course.  Typically the student has not demonstrated that she/he is able to work 
at a university level in this course. 

 

 

Other Guidelines: 
 

To earn a passing grade, students must submit all required assignments in the course. 
 
Late submissions will be accepted for assignments up to one week after the due date.  However, 

a per diem penalty of .2 of a grade point or 2% of the grade for the respective assignment will be 
assessed.  Assignments that are more than one week late will not be accepted. 

 
All written submissions must adhere to the page/word limits that have been established.  

Students should use a 10 point or 12 point font and should provide 1 inch or 2.5 cm margins on all sides 
of the page.  I will not read beyond the established page/word limit!  It is important for students to 
learn how to express themselves concisely and clearly by including the information that is essential 
and eliminating unnecessary verbiage.   

 
Attendance at class is expected.  Students who fail to attend and participate in class consistently 

should expect that this failure will be reflected in their grade (both in the quality of their performance 
on tests etc. and in their mark for professionalism).  If attendance and participation in class is sufficiently 
negligent, procedures to remove a student from the class may be initiated (see Academic Policies in the 
2017-2018 Booth University College Calendar for details). 
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Academic Policies: 
 

Students are responsible to review and abide by all Booth University College academic policies 
in the 2017-2018 Calendar.  Four policies are of particular relevance: 

 

Academic Integrity 
 

To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. In 
short, it is stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not necessary to state the 
source of well-known or easily verifiable facts, but students are expected to acknowledge the sources of 
ideas and expressions they use in their written work, whether quoted directly or paraphrased. This 
applies to diagrams, statistical tables and the like, as well as to written material and materials or 
information from Internet sources. Failure to do so constitutes plagiarism. It will also be considered 
plagiarism and/or cheating if a student submits an assignment in whole or in part by someone other 
than him/herself, or copies the answer or answers of another student in any test, examination, or take-
home assignment.  

 
At the beginning of their program of study, all students are required to complete the prescribed 

plagiarism tutorial. 
 

Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to the Academic Dean 
before a grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the Academic Dean.  

 
The Academic Dean will chair a joint meeting of student and instructor to hear both the 

allegations and the student’s response to the allegations. The Academic Dean will then make a 
determination whether or not plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide on appropriate 
disciplinary measures. The student and instructor will be notified of the Academic Dean’s decision in 
writing. A copy of the decision will be sent to the Registrar and University College President. The student 
has the right to appeal the decision of the Academic Dean (see Academic Appeals). 

 

Use of Personal Computers, Electronic Devices and Cell Phones in Booth Classrooms 
 

We consider the Booth classroom environment to be a special place of focused engagement 
between professors and students. As such, electronic devices are allowed in the classroom only for the 
purposes of course instruction. The use of computers, the internet (including email), downloaded 
material, or other electronic devices such as cell phones require the express permission of the 
instructor. Social networking sites such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, blogging and other related 
activities are not permitted in Booth classrooms. The use of personal computers and other electronic 
devices in the classroom is a privilege which may be withdrawn at the discretion of the instructor. 

 

Unclaimed Term Work 
 
It is the student’s responsibility to claim all term work, assignments or tests. Any term work that 

has not been claimed by students will be held for a period of four months from the end of the final exam 
period for the term in which the work was assigned. At the conclusion of this time, all unclaimed term 
work will be destroyed according to FIPPA guidelines. 
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Withdrawal 
 

Any student who is considering withdrawing from the course is requested to speak with the 
instructor and contact the Booth University College Registrar at 204-924-4861 and/or your program 
advisor.  

 
If you are having difficulty with the course, or think that any grade assigned to your work is 

unfair, please contact me.  Chances are that we can solve any problems together. 
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Tentative Course Schedule  
 

Date Topic Reading and Study Questions 

1.  Wednesday, January 17, 2018 Topic 1:  Introduction to the 
Course and Course 
Expectations 
 
 
Topic 2:  Introduction to 
Prophets & Prophecy  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Read:  McConville, pp. xi-xxxi. 
 
 
 
 

2.  Wednesday, January 24, 2018 Topic 3:  The Social Location 
of Prophets 
 
 
Topic 4:  Discussion of Walter 
Brueggemann, The Prophetic 
Imagination 

 
 
 
 
Preparation:  In preparation for 
class, students should have read 
carefully several chapters of 
Brueggemann’s book.  You should 
come prepared to ask and answer 
questions about the book, 
especially about Brueggemann’s 
primary thesis.  In class we shall 
discuss various aspects of the book 
in order to assist you with the 
preparation of your book review. 
 

3.  Wednesday, January 31, 2018 Topic 5:  Background to the 
Prophet Amos 
 
 
Topic 6:  Introduction and 
Oracles Against the Nations 
(Amos 1:1-2:16) 
 

Read:  McConville, pp. 163-177. 
 
 
 
Read:  Birch, pp. 173-188. 

4.  Wednesday, February 7, 2018 Topic 7:  Amos 3:1-6:14 Read:  Birch, pp. 188-230. 
 
 

5.  Wednesday, February 14, 
2018 

Topic 8:  Amos 7:1-9:15 
 
 
 
Topic 9:  Background to the 
Prophet Hosea 
 

Read:  Birch, pp. 230-259. 
 
 
 
Read:  McConville, pp. 135-151. 
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Date Topic Reading and Study Questions 

6.  Wednesday, February 28, 
2018 

Topic 10:  Hosea 1-3 – The 
Domestic Life of Hosea? 
 
 
Topic 11:  Hosea 4:1-6:6 

Read:  Birch, pp. 16-45. 
 
 
 
Read:  Birch, pp. 45-70. 
 
 

7.  Wednesday, March 7, 2018 Topic 12:  Hosea 6:7-10:15 
 
Topic 13:  Hosea 11:1-14:9 

Read:  Birch, pp.70-96. 
 
Read:  Birch, pp. 96-121. 
 

8.  Wednesday, March 14, 2018 Topic 14:  Introduction to the 
Book of Isaiah 
   
 
Topic 15:  Isaiah 1-6 
 

Read:  McConville, pp. 1-44. 
 
 
 

Read:  Brueggemann, Isaiah 1-39, 
pp. 10-63. 
 
 

9.  Wednesday, March 21, 2018 Topic 16:  Isaiah 7-12 – A 
Troubled Kingdom and a 
Messiah 
 
 

Read:  Brueggemann, Isaiah 1-39, 
pp. 63-111. 
 

10.  Wednesday, March 28, 2018 Topic 17:  Interpreting Texts in 
Isaiah 
 

In this class we shall devote our 
time to focusing on a selection of 
texts in Isaiah. 
 

11.  Wednesday, April 4, 2018 Topic 18:  Comfort, Comfort, 
My People (Isaiah 40-55) 
 

 

12.  Wednesday, April 11, 2018 Topic 19:  The Servant of the 
Lord 
 

 

 
 


